Archdiocese
of Omaha

December 7, 2023

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Eatlier this year, I shared my decision to merge Holy Family Jr./ St. High School and St. Francis Jr./St.
High School grades 7-12 into one secondaty school to address persistent challenges magnified during the
Joutney of Faith process. I write today to provide a final update on this effort. The two secondary schools
will unite into a new central Catholic junior and senior high school at the current St. Francis High School
site beginning next fall for the 2024-25 school year.

My decision to bring these two schools together is necessary to address a host of ongoing challenges:

e The ongoing teacher shortage is a national and state-wide problem that will not be solved
in the near future.

e The quality of Catholic education in the region is diminished when two Jr./St. high
schools in close proximity are vying for the same scarce resources.

e Teacher vacancies that both schools have experienced in recent years have only been
addressed by remote teaching and co-ops at other schools.

e Holy Family Lindsay is not compliant with state accreditation requirements and is in
danger of losing its accreditation from the State of Nebraska.

A local planning committee worked with an outside consultant to determine the best way to merge these
schools, but that group could not reach a decision. The new central Catholic high school in Humphrey
will be named in the coming weeks with local guidance. Holy Family families are invited to continue their
children’s Catholic education at the new school, which I am confident is best equipped to be the
educational home for this expanded community.

This new school community and its combined resources will secure the strongest future for junior and
senior high school Catholic education in the area and will be best positioned to attract more students from
the region through its excellent faith formation, academics and extracurriculars.

Both schools have proud heritages and have served the area well for many years. However, this is a
moment to create a better future and work together to build up God’s Kingdom in a way that will
strengthen both Humphrey and Lindsay.

With prayers for your family this Advent and wishes for a blessed Christmas, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Hlitge) e

The Most Rev. George J. Lucas
Archbishop of Omaha
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